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Japanese Club of Brisbane Incorporated (JCB)

Office Address: 17/180 Moggill Rd, Taringa, QLD 4068
PO Box: PO Box 1122, Indooroopilly Centre, QLD 4068
Phone: (07) 3870 0360 / Fax: (07) 3871 0316
Email: info@jc-b.com

Web: http://jc-b.com

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/888jcb
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Happy New Year to all Members of the Japan Club of Brisbane!

The writer Lafcadio Hearn, also known as Yagumo Koizumi, illustrated the concept of valuing
“impermanence” as an important facet of Japanese culture. The inner power to overcome such calamity

as natural disasters as well as the difficulties of one’s life may flow out from the void of impermanence.

I refer also to the following poem from the Ogura Hundred Poems (Ogura Hyakunin Isshu), which is
indispensable to the New Year:

I wonder if I could look back on these bitter days with nostalgia if I live long, as I miss now the past when
I felt much grief-

Perhaps not with such seriousness, but in everyday life we can feel refreshed when we release our
obsessions by disposing of old items during the year-end house cleaning.

I hope you all feel refreshed after having joyful holidays.

For the year 2016, we already have activities scheduled which include the Used Book Market and the Rice
Pounding events. As always, we look forward to your continued participation in JCB this year.

Kei Ito, President of JCB
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Michi Gagen

Happy New Year.

Language Exchange has been running for three years. The number of people attending each
month has not been large. Unfortunately, we have to finish the Language Exchange because it is
hard to keep organizing each month.

We would like to thank everyone who has supported us and the Language Exchange over the last
three years. I hope we can meet again in future.

Ray Gagen
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